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LONDON YEARLY MEETING, 1875. 


(Concluded from page 735.) 


8. Alexander said it had been his lot to 
see many small meetings in this land. It was 
his sure belief that it was not the will of our 
Heavenly Father that these meetings should 
be held in silence. He believed that there 
was a blessed work going on in the hearts of 
our young people in these meetings, and that 
there would be a living ministry raised up. 
With regard to meetings held by young per- 
tons, he had been present at some of these. 
Far be it from him to encourage religious 
excitement, but he had seen something far 
different—the work of the blessed Spirit 
Himself. 

Francis Frith believed that a meeting 
could never rise in life much beyond the 
téligious state of those who compose it: and, 
On the other hand, it would rarely, if ever, 
fall below these. The great defect in our 
meetings was the prevalence of a worldly 
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spirit. Our meetings for worship surely 
could not be more lively than the rest of our 
lives. What we wanted was a devotion of 
our hearts to Christ, and then our meetings 
must be lively. 

Thomas Pease doubted if there ever was 
a time when the Scriptures were more dili- 
gently studied amongst Friends than now. 
It had pleased God to make Himself known 
to us by two means,—the Holy Spirit and 
the Holy Scriptures. Wherever the Scrip- 
tures were littke known or not much read, 
there was a proportional want of life. He 
alluded to the writings of the Early Friends. 
Penn’s “Defence of Gospel Truths” he 
would especially recommend to the perusal 
of our young people. 

I. Brown had thought, before A. Jay 
spoke, of the words, ‘‘ Speak unto the child- 
ren of Israel that they go forward,” and in 
connection with this, that passage in the 
New Testament, ‘‘ This one thing I do, for- 
getting the things that are behind, and reach- 
ing forward to those which are before,” &c. 
He felt himself that the question for us was, 
What is the will of the Lord Jesus Christ,— 
what is His will with regard to this portion 
of His Church with which we are connected? 
He believed that it was, that it should go 
forward. There was a point which had been 
on his mind for the last two days, and that 
was that we speak very much of “ our prin- 
ciples” and “our testimonies.” The expres- 
sion was not “the principles and testimonies 
of Christ as we are permitted to hold them;” 
but it is ‘our principles,” &e. Now, if 
there was one principle conspicuous in our 
body, it was the authority of Christ in His 
Church: to this we have ever held strongly. 
We have refused the authority of the Queen 
in the Church; we have refused that of any 
man; and acknowledge only that of Christ. 
If, then, Christ be our authority, how dare 
we set up the authority of George Fox, or 
Barclay, or Penn, or anyone else, and speak, 
as we have heard so much in this Meeting, 
of ‘our principles,” ‘the principles of the 
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Early Friends,” &c.? If our principles em-| the instruction. The women Friends of the 
brace anything which is not of Christ, we| Monthly Meeting took the matter up ener. 
are setting up that which is of man, and) getically. They appointed a committee to 
not of God. Those will never thrive in the | make inquiries in the Friends’ schools as to 
Christian life who set up the authority of the extent Friends’ principles were taught. 
man. We should not do well as a Christian | The result of these inquiries was that the 
body, if we set up these principles as our | principles of Friends did seem to be taught 
principles, and not as those of Christ. He to a certain extent, but not to so large an 
believed we should do well to sink ourselves, | extent as they might be with advantage. 
to sink our religious body, in comparison | Feeling their own shortcomings, they had 
with Christ. determined to lay the matter before the 
George Tatham expressed his own strong; Yearly Meeting, for the whole Society to 
conviction that the members of this Society consider the question. They had no doubt 
very generally would agree with what Isaac | but that the work would be done in the same 
Brown had said as to our principles. His) way, and that if the Yearly Meeting could 
own opinion was that the phrase “ our prin-| see its way to taking any step in the matter, 
ciples” meant ‘the principles of the New| it might be a great gain to the Society. 
Testament as held by us.” | They believed that there would be a larger 
A Minute was made, stating that we had | amount of loyalty to our views amongst the 
been engaged in the consideration of the| young, if they were well understood. 
Society, and had concluded to issue a general | Henry Wilson (Sunderland) said it was 
Epistle, as usual. easier to see a want than to remedy it. It 
Seventh-day Morning, 22nd.—The reading | mighy be well to encourage our Friends’ 
of memorials respecting deceased Friends| schools to teach more particularly the prin- 
was resumed; nearly all of which elicited | ciples of our Society to the children, 
some comment. | William Ball said the subject before the 
A Proposition from Durham Quarterly | Yearly Meeting was a very important one, 
Meeting said that they had received a Minute | but could hardly be taken up then. 
from Newcastle Monthly Meeting, express-| J.T. Grace was exceedingly glad of the 
ing a concern that the distinguishing princi-| Proposition. He agreed with William Ball; 
ples of our Society should be made more but there was no danger of London Yearly 
generally known and taught amongst our| Meeting going on too fast. There was 4 
younger members. They were afraid that) duty in this respect which devolved on the 
less value was set upon our Society and its| parents, but there was also a duty whicb 
distinguishing principles, and less interest! devolved on the Church. 
taken in our meetings for discipline, by our; John Taylor hoped that if the Yearly 
younger Friends, than if these principles! Meeting was going to send down a recom- 
were more widely known. The points in|mendation to teach our principles, they 
which Friends differed from other Christian | would not confine them to those which they 
bodies were defined to be:— thought to be the principles distinguishing 
Ist. Belief in the immediate guidance of} us from other Christian bodies. He did not 
the Holy Spirit. | think that we differed in all these seven par- 
2nd. Our mode of conducting meetings! ticulars from other Christians. He was sur- 
for worship—sitting down in silence, with-| prised to hear our first great difference “ our 
out any pre-arrangement or outward head. | belief in the primary importance of the im- 
3rd. The freedom of our Gospel ministry | mediate guidance of the Holy Spirit.” 
—open to women as well as to men. Friends must have known little of the re- 
4th. Our needing no priests among us, all | ligious literature of the present day to think 
followers of Christ belonging to the royal|this. He would not have us teach our child- 
priesthood under Him. ‘ren that the doctrines of our Society were 
5th. Belief in the non-essentiality of the | antagonistic to those of other denominations. 
Sacraments, so-called. |The preaching of the Gospel by women as 
6th. Our testimony against all war and/ well as by men also was increasingly taken 
oaths. And up by other bodies. We should gain noth- 
7th. The importance of Christian sim-|ing in power, especially with the young 
plicity and non-conformity to the world. people, by assuming that our principles were 
J. R. Proctor said that this subject was| held exclusively by ourselves. Let us en- 
brought before Newcastle Friends, by the|deavor in teaching, to give the truth a broader 
course taken by some Friends who resigned | basis. 
their membership, and stated that they had| Henry S. Newman thought that it was 
not been taught the principles of the Society, | First-day Schools for Friends’ children that 
and hardly knew what they were. They/ were really wanted. In his own neighbor- 
thought the Society should have given them! hood they had been found very successful. 
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His own children attended amongst the 
others, and received great benefit. The 
schools were appreciated by the children} 
themselves, and they wanted to go to them. 

Charles Thompson thought it was a subject | 
far too wide and great to be taken up at the| 
present time. He hoped it would be ad- 
journed to next Yearly Meeting. 

The Clerk drew up a Minute, saying that 
we had at this time received and read a| 
Minute from Durham Quarterly Meeting, | 
which had received the attention of the 
meeting, although there had not been oppor- | 
tunity to give it all itdemanded. It was left| 
for further consideration. 

Second-day Morning, 24th._—The meeting | 
of the Friends’ Tract Association sat down | 
at nine o’clock. The Yearly Meeting gathered | 
at eleven, and after liberating Isaac Sharp| 
to visit the Women’s Meeting, entered on the | 
consideration of 





THE REVISED QUERIES, 


as submitted by the Conference which had 
been occupied with them for two days in| 
Eleventh Month last. This subject engaged | 
the attention of the Yearly Meeting during | 
three sittings. Printed copies of the revised | 
Queries and Advices were distributed through 
the meeting, which was larger this morning 
than it had been hitherto, about 500 Friends 
being present. The close attention of the 
large assembly, and the evident care with 
which every suggested alteration was fol- 
lowed by those who had the drafts of the 
proposed Queries before them, in all parts of | 
the house, was a notable feature in these 
sittings. 

The report from the Conference said the 
principle on which they had acted in their 
revision was, to ask for answers to thuse 
Queries only which refer to matters of fact, 
of which meetings can take cognizance, leav- 
ing the rest for individual and collective con- 
sideration only. 


Third-day Morning, 25th.—A short mes- 
sage of love and interest was read from John 
Hodgkin. The meeting feelingly received 
this token, several Friends expressing their 
deep regard for his faithfwl labors, and prayer 
heing offered for our dear friend and for the 
Church. 

George Cornish and Allen Jay visited the 
Women’s Meeting. 

The Meeting then proceeded to the further 
consideration of the Report of the Conference 
on the Queries. Yesterday we had got to 
the Eleventh Query; to-day the Twelfth re- 
mained to be considered. 

Twelfth Query.—J. Jesper said this Query | 
Was a very important one, and calculated to 
bring before many of us our shortcomings, 
and to animate us to greater diligence in our 











| hindrance of your religious progress and 
| service. for Christ? 
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work. Henry Wilson and William Ball 
hoped that the Query would go forward as 
brought in. This was done, and the Queries 
stand as follows, the sentences in italics being 


those to be answered in writing: 


‘‘tst. What is the religious state of your Meet- 
ing? Are you individually giving evidence of 
true conversion of heart, and of loving devoted- 
ness to Christ ? 

‘2d. Are your meetings for worship regularly 
held ; and how are they attended? Are they oc- 
casions of religious solemnity and edification, in 
which, through Christ, our ever-living High 
Priest and Intercessor, the Father is worshipped 
in spirit and in truth ? 

“3d. Do you ‘walk in love, as Christ also hath 
loved us?’ Do you cherish a forgiving spirit? 
Are you careful of the reputation of others; and 
do you avoid and discourage tale-bearing and 
detraction ? 

‘ath, Are you individually frequent in read- 
ing, and diligent in meditating upon the Holy 
Scriptures? And are parents and heads of house- 
holds in the practice of reading them in their 
families in a devotional spirit, encouraging any 
right utterance of oa. or praise ? 

‘‘ 5th. Are you in the practice of private retire- 
ment and waiting upon the Lord; ‘in everything, 
by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, 
making your requests known unto Him?’ And 
do you live in habitual dependence upon the 
help and guidance of the Holy Spirit ? 

“6th. Do you maintain 4 religious life and 
conversation as becometh the Gospel? Are you 
watchful against conformity to the world; against 
the love of ease and self-indulgence, or being un- 
duly absorbed by your outward concerns to the 
our 
And do those who have 
children or others under their care endeavor, b 
example and precept, to train them up as self- 


| denying followers of the Lord Jesus? 


“7th. Do you maintain a faithful allegiance te 
the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ as the one 
Head of the Church, and the Shepherd and 
Bishop of souls, from whom alone must come the 
true call and qualification for the ministry of the 
word? And are you faithful in your testimony 
to the freeness and spirituality of the Gospel dis- 
pensation ? 

“8th. Are you faithful in maintaining our 
Christian testimony against all War, as inconsis- 
tent with the precepts and spirit of the Gospel ? 

“oth. Do you maintain strict integrity in all 


| your transactions in trade, and in your other out- 


ward concerns ; and are you careful not to de- 
fraud the public revenue ? 


“oth. Are your meetings for Church affairs 


| regularly held; and how are they attended? Are 


these meetings vigilant in the discharge of their 
duties towards their subordinate meetings, and in 
watching over the flock in the love of Christ? 
When delinquencies occur, are they treated 
timely, impartially, and in a Christian spirit? 
And do you individually take your right share in 
the attendance and service of these meetings ? 
‘“‘tith. Do you, as a Church, exercise a loving 
and watchful care over your younger members; 
promoting their instruction in fundamental 
Christian truth, and in the Scriptural grounds of 
our religious principles; and manifesting an 
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earnest desire that, through the power of Divine 
eens they may all become established in the 
aith and hope of the Gospel ? 


“t2th. Do you fulfil your part as a Church, | 
and as individuals, in promoting the cause of 


truth and righteousness, and the spread of the 
Redeemer’s Kingdom at home and abroad ?”’ 
Ultimately the Meeting decided the in- 
structions should stand: 
“With regard to those Queries not re- 
quired to be answered, Monthly Meetings 
are encouraged to report to their Quarterly 
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| the most courteous course of action. George 
| Tatham, Edwin R. Ransome, and Caleb R. 
Kemp, were appointed to go to the Women’s 
| Meeting at a future sitting, and the final de. 
| cision on the subject was reserved until after 
their return. 
| A Minute was read from the General 
Meeting of Friends in Scotland on the sub. 
ject of Intemperance in our land. They 
were glad of the attention given to the sub. 
ject by other Christians, and hoped that we 


Meetings, from time to time, on such of the 
subjects comprised in them as they may |us to our individual duty in the matter. 
think desirable. Quarterly Meetings are) John G. Armfield said he thought we 
recommended to transmit such reports, or a could not well refuse to take action on, or at 
summary of them, to the Yearly Meeting.” least to ponder well, this subject. There are 
On the suggestion of Isaac Brown, sup-|many who feel very strongly, but seldom let 
ported by many speakers, a sentence was in-| their voices be heard on this question. It is 
troduced, allowing the Queries to be read at said we cannot take action “ because it was 
the close of meetings for worship, as well as taken up last year, and proceeded with as 
in meetings for discipline. far as possible.” In many localities it has 
The sixteen Advices were then read been taken up, but in some the appeal fell as 
throuzh; these were intended for attenders| a dead letter. In the Women’s Meeting the 
of our meetings, as well as for members, | subject had been taken up, and reports had 
being read at the close of our meetings for| been received from the various Quarterly 
worship. ‘and Monthly Meetings, stating what they 
George Tatham and Francis Wright hoped | had done in regard to the appeal; but from 
they would be adopted without any altera- the Quarterly Meeting of London and 
tion. Middlesex no report was received. He 
This was united in by the Meeting. ‘hoped we should not ‘‘ rest on our oars,’’ for 


should not lag behind. They would arouse 


John S. Rowntree and some other speak-| while we were resting souls were being lost, 


ers preferred the old word “improper” rather as we fear, through drink. These are not 
than “unnecessary” in relation to the use of our own members, true; but are we not 4 
intoxicating drinks. ‘ Unnecessary” was re-| ‘‘ Religious Society,” and should we not, as 
tained. such, look well to this? We were doing a 
The Clerk made a Minute to the effect | great deal in what is called “ mission work,” 
that—‘‘ This Meeting had carefully consid-| or ‘‘ Christian work,” and do not those who 
ered the remaining portion of the Report engage in this work find intemperance meet- 
brought in by the Conference, and that, with ing them at every step? There were some 
@ few alterations, the Queries and Advices of us engaged in the liquor traffic, and it was 
contained in it should henceforth be used,| stated in the Appeal that these had our 
instead of the old Queries and Advices. sympathy—he trusted they had; for when 
These were, therefore, to be issued by the | we consider what they must sometimes feel, 
Meeting for Sufferings.”’ they needed our sympathy. He would re- 
Third-day Afternoon, 24th.—The Queries joice when this Society should see its way 
having been gone through, the Meeting next to wash its hands of this drink, and, as far 
considered the question whether the same|as we each are concerned—as far as the 
set of Queries should be adopted by Women | Society is concerned—to do what lies in our 
Friends, or otherwise. | power towards wiping out the stain of this 
Thomas Harvey and James Clark proposed | curse of the nation. 
that they should be submitted to the| Many speakers expressed the deep interest 
Women’s Meeting for their consideration. | they felt in the subject, whilst thinking there 
Our sisters would, in all probability, concur was little the Yearly Meeting could do this 
in the view of this Meeting. year, having reference to its action twelve 
The Clerk suggested that a deputation of, months ago. Ultimately a Minute was 
one or two Friends should take the proposed | adopted to that effect, but again calling the 
Queries to the Women’s Meeting, and give attention of Friends to last year’s Appeal, 
any needful explanations. There was much and directing its reprint in the proceedings 
expression on the subject; many Friends) of the present year. 
united in the feeling of submitting the Queries ‘ourth-day, 26th.—The Meeting-houses in 
to Women Friends ; some felt that a personal | Bishopsgate street, Peel, and Westminster, 
deputation would have a very delicate posi-| were open this morning, and meetings for 
tion, but others thought that this would be! worship held in them. 
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The Yearly Meeting met at 3.30. 

The Meeting was occupied for a consider- 
able time in considering a proposition that | 
came through the Clerk, for the appointment 
of another devotional meeting like that held 
by Allen Jay last week. Some Friends ob-| 
jected to the term Devotional Meeting, as 
implying all our meetings for worship were 
not devotional. One Friend Spoke of prayer 
as ‘‘an awful engagement.” Wm. Tallack 
said it was much more “awful” not to pray. 
After an involved discussion, the meeting 
was allowed. 


The report of the Committee appointed by | 


the Yearly Meeting of 1873 to visit the sub- 
ordinate meetings was read, signed by R. 
Littleboy, Clerk. Itthankfully acknowledged 
that they had been blessed with harmony 
and love. Nearly all the particular meetings 
in Great Britain had been visited, and social 
gatherings held in the large towns. 
the public and private schools had also been 
visited. Meetings had been appointed with 
parents, also with children, and others with 
Friends engaged in First-day schools, in 
some places. Several of the sub-committees 


had circulated Addresses, presented by them | 


to meetings in which they had labored. 
The Committee had felt that their 


ance to the Society. 


ing which was pervading other churches had 
been largely participated in by our members. 
They desired that it might have a permanent 


good effect. Whilst they rejoiced in the in- 
creasing tendency to union amongst the fol 
lowers of Christ, and desired that this might 
increase, they would express a belief that 


this union would be promoted by our increas- | 


ing adherence to all parts of the truth, as 
held by us. It would be greatly to be re- 
gretted if these our true principles were lost 
from a desire to unite with others. 

They had beheld with great interest the 
evidence in many of dedication to the ser- 
vice of our Lord. Great forbearance and 
tenderness were necessary in dealing with 
such: we should patiently endeavor to 
attract them to the service, and nurture them 
inthe fear of God. In various parts, es- 
pecially in the South, they had visited meet- 
ings where there was no resident minister. 
With these they had felt much sympathy. 
On the other hand, they had been greatly 
cheered in some parts by finding old meeting- 
houses re-opened, and an increase of our 
numbers taking place. 

The subject of the Ministry had engaged 
a large share of their consideration. Not 
only was this service intended for the pro- 
mulgation of the Gospel, and the edification 
of the body, but also for affording help to 
the individual, by thus making public con- 


Both | 


| visit their brethren 
| they could not see their way clearly to do so 


- that when the right time came, they 


REVIEW. 741 


| fession of the name of Christ. They had 
‘been impressed with the small number of 
women Friends whose voices were heard in 
our meetings for worship, and would remind 
our sisters that gifts had been bestowed on 
| them also for the edification of the saints. 

In some of the disused mee ting-houses they 
had held Scripture-reading meetings. There 
was, in not a few of the larger towns in the 
North of England, a considerable number of 
attenders of our meetings not in membership. 
Friends were encouraged to endeavor, to 
draw such into a position of closer fellowship 
with us. Very important was the subject of 
the position of those amongst us who had 
not given evidence of true conversion of 
heart ; the office-bearers were recommended 
to have a lovi ing care of these. 

In passing through the various Quarterly 
Meetings, the Committee had sought for 
ability “to strengthen the things that re- 
main.” They had felt how great had been 
the privilege of being permitted to take part 
in the service. 

And, in conclusion, Friends everywhere 
| were commended to the care of the unslume 
bering Shepherd; might they grow up in 


| Him, and bring forth fruit to His praise ! 
visit | 
had taken place at a time of no small import-| 
The spiritual awaken- | 


A postscript was added respecting Friends 
in Ireland: the Committee had considered 
whether to set apart a Sub-Committee to 
in that country. But 


at present. They hoped, however, that the 
subject would be kept in view, with a desire 
might 
move forward in such a visit. 

The Report of the Committee on the 
Christian Welfare of France was read, signed 
by John Taylor. William and M. A. Wil- 
kie had offered to go out to Paris to labor. 
They-had accordingly settled out there. It 
was very desirable that Friends desirous of 


| doing any Christian work in France, or any 


who were visiting Paris and could give him 
any help or encouragement, should commu- 
nicate with our friend, W. Wilkie, at 21, 
Avenue of the Observatory, Paris. 

At Boulogne-sur-Seine, J. Dalencourt re- 
ported that the sewing-meetings were at- 
tended by 236 women in rotation, the ac- 
commodation not being sufficient for all at 
once. J. Dalencourt was much encouraged 
by the result of her labors; many of the 
women were changed characters. A Protes- 
tant place of worship had been opened, 
largely in consequence of the work of 
Friends. There had been many marriages 
of those who had previously lived together 
without legal bond. Interesting particulars 
of a school for teaching girls sewing, largely 
availed of, were given. The situation of 
| Boulogne for tract distribution was almost 
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unique, being resorted to by the Parisians 
on holidays. J. D. had found much service 
in this direction. Means had also been sup- 
plied to her to send to each Superior of a 
convent in France a copy of “ Lucilla” (on 
reading the Scriptures), by Adolphe Monod. 

The work of L. Trial, at Marseilles, was 
referred to, and some interesting details 
given. 

Joseph G. Alexander said that the Com- 
mittee felt very desirous that this work 
should have the loving interest and contin- 
ued prayer of Friends; their funds were ina 
satisfactory state. The fields were white 
unto harvest in France, as some of us could 
testify from personal observation. 

Fifth-day Morning, 27th.—After a solemn 

pause and brief exhortation, Jonathan Grubb 
laid before the meeting a proposal to visit 
the women Friends. This being united with, 
@ note was sent to the Women’s Meeting, 
inquiring whether this was a suitable time 
to receive fhe visit, and Frederick Wheeler 
and Joseph Spence were nominated to ac- 
company J. Grubb. 
__ A Minute from the General School Con- 
ference, held on the 24th inst., was received 
and read, together with a report from the 
Comnittee appointed by the School Confer- 
ence of last year. 

A note was received from the Women’s 


Meeting, inquiring if the present was a suit- 
able time to receive a visit from Deborah C. 
Thomas, of Baltimore. 
At the conclusion of this visit, the busi- 
ness of the Meeting was proceeded with. 
The Report from the Committee on Gen- 


eral Meetings was considered. It recom-| 
mended the appointment of a committee by 
the Yearly Meeting for attending to the ser- 
vice. The duties of the Committee were 
not defined at all, and John Bright thought 
the report bald and uninforming. A long 
discussion ensued, but ultimately the report | 
was adopted, and the General Epistle Com- 
mittee directed to propose names to a future 
meeting. ; 

Fifth-day Afternoon, 27th.—Edwin Tre- 
gelles said the Yearly Meeting was too far 


| lation to the State.” 





advanced to allow of its going in any detail 
into the present state of the slave-trade, but 
he was unwilling it should separate without 
having its attention called to this distressing 
subject. The slave trade was practically 
extinct on the West coast of Africa, but on 
the East it existed to an extent, and with a 
depth of horror, beyond what had been 
known on the opposite side of the Continent. 
The journals of Dr. Livingstone had shown 
how Africa was being desolated by this ac- 
cursed traffic. Then there was the dreadful 
condition of the slaves in Cuba, where the 
island was sinking into a state of lawless 
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anarchy. The slaves in the guano deposits 
of Peru, and the coolies in Queensland could 
be but referred to. The loss of human life, 
through the slave trade and slavery, exceeded 
what we could realize. During each sitting 
of the Yearly Meeting, averaging four hours 
in duration, some hundreds of our fellow. 
creatures would have died in misery. The 
lamented death of the Secretary of the Anti. 
Slavery Society had prevented a meeting 
being held during this Yearly Meeting, 
which he regretted ; but if a paragraph were 
inserted in the General Epistle, it would in- 
dicate Friends’ unabated interest in a subject 
about which forty years ago they hoped 
their labors had pretty much ended. 

William Allen, Stafford Allen, Robert 
Alsop, and other Friends warmly sympa 
thized in these views, and a paragraph was 
directed to be prepared by the Epistle Com- 
mittee. 

The next subject, introduced by docu- 
ments from the Meeting for Sufferings, re- 
lated to 

FRIENDS IN EUROPE. 

It appeared that the school at Minden had 
been discontinued, and that the companies of 
Friends in Germany and France were small, 
In the latter country an increasing appre- 
ciation of spiritual religion amongst the Pro- 
testant Churches was apparent. In Den- 
mark about fifty persons, more or less, pro- 


'fessing with Friends, are known to exist, 


and had been communicated with. The 
Friends in Norway feel the constant emi- 
gration of their members to America a cause 
of some discouragement. 

A Minute from the Meeting for Sufferiugs, 
on tithe rent-charge, &c., was read and 
adopted witheut much comment; also the 
Minute in reference to the pamphlet lately 
noticed in The Friend—‘ The Church in re- 
An interesting pro- 
posal had been received for the translation 
and circulation of this document in Hun- 
gary, which was being embraced. In con- 
nection with this, Isaac Robson gave some 
information respecting the ‘‘ Nazarines "—a 
people supposed to number 50,000, who had 
withdrawn from the Church of Rome, and 
held many views in common with Friends. 

Siath-day Morning, 28th—The meeting 
met at 10.30, and liberated Stanley Pum- 
phrey to visit the Women’s Meeting. A 
minute from that meeting was read cordially 
accepting the revised Queries, which will, 
therefore, be identical for both Men’s and 
Women’s Meetings. 

The Meeting took up the Minute of last 
year relating to 
THE CONSTITUTION OF MEETINGS FOR MIN- 

ISTERS AND ELDERS. 
The subject was brought before the Yearly 
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Meeting of 1874 by the Conference of 1873, 
which proposed the union of Overseers and | 
other Friends appointed by Monthly Meet- 
ings, with the Ministers and Elders. 

J. B. Braithwaite, W. Ball, Francis Frith, 
Robert Barclay, and other speakers agreed as 
to the importance of the question, also that | 
there was not now time to dispose of it. 

Robert Barclay objected to such a change | 
as proposed in the minute, because it would | 
put about 500 preachers under the oversight 
of about 1,300 persons having undefined 
duties. 

The Meeting hesitated for a while whether 
simply to defer the subject to next. year, to 
appoint a Conference by appointment of the 
Quarterly Meetings to consider it, or to sep- | 
arate a Committee now for the same object. | 
Ultimately the last course was adopted, and 
about fifty Friends were nominated for the 
service. 

Before the meeting rose a cordial invita- | 
tion from R. Pearsall Smith to the ministers 
amongst Friends to attend the Brighton) 
Meetings was read; also a letter from the} 
Baroness Burdett-Coutts to the members of | 
the Society of Friends, dated Edinburgh, | 
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not adopted, and after expression from many 
voices of the special favors enjoyed during 
the sittings of the Yearly Meeting, and the 
offering of vocal prayer and praise, the Epis- 
tle was signed, a suitable concluding minute 
read, and in the deeply solemn hush that. so 
appropriately concludes its proceedings the 
Yearly Meeting of 1875 ended. 

The adjournment of the Yearly Meeting 
of Ministers and Elders was held on Sev- 
enth-day morning the 29th, when the certifi- 
cates ordered at the previous sittings were 
brought in and signed. The subsequent 
proceedings were unusually interesting from 
the consideration of the marked awakening 
that had been conspicuous during the Yearly 
Meeting. Much wise counsel was given on 
the right way of dealing with what had been 
so long desired and prayed for. 


SS 


EXTRA YEARLY MEETING GATHERINGS. 


Our limits prevent more than a glance at 
many of the outside gatherings during the 
time of the Yearly Meeting, which attracted 
the attention of Friends. Such were the an- 


May 25th, 1875, and addressed to Joseph | niversaries of the Peace and Aborigines Pro- 
Bevan Braithwaite, Esq., or, the Clerk of | tection Societies. The services of the Ameri- 
the Yearly Meeting, upon the promotion of | can Evangelists were visited by many Friends, 
humane treatment and consideration of ani-| desirous to witness or share in the great re- 


mals. 

Several speakers expressed their concur- 
rence with the views expressed in the letter, 
but time prevented the further discussion of 
the subject. 

Sixth-day Evening, 28th.—The Yearly 
Meeting met for its last session at six o’clock. 
After vocal prayer had been offered by the 
Clerk, the remaining Foreign Epistles were 
read and‘ passed. A number of Friends 
spoke in ministry and prayer, amongst others 
James Cadbury, who referred to the love 
felt by the Yearly Meeting towards Friends 
in Philadelphia, though various circum- 
stances prevented our addressing them ; 
sentiments in which other speakers con- 


| ligious awakening of the day. 

| The breakfast meeting at the Bedford Insti- 
| tute on Seventh-day the 22nd, was gratifying 
| to those who attended it. Not the least strik- 
\ing feature of the proceedings at Devonshire 
‘House, were the Devotional Meetings held 
every morning. We do not unite with those 
'who take exception to the term, for it ex- 
presses sufficiently well the difference which 
distinguishes them from Meetings for Worship. 
Perfect freedom is allowed for coming and 
going during the whole time, and many of 
those attending are only present half an hour 
or less. The same freedom pervades the vocal 
offerings. The number who take a vocal part 
\varies from one-third to one-half of those 


curred. present. A few verses read from the Bible, a 
The Clerk then read the draft of the Gen- | short prayer or exhortation follow each other, 
eral Epistle. The document occupied nine-| with but briefintervals of silence. An‘address 
teen minutes in reading. It opens with a| of any considerable length would be felt out 
hortatory and doctrinal statement of consid-|of place. The numbers attending and the 
erable length, followed by counsel on the | solemnity that prevailed indicate that an hour 
holding of meetings for worship in the | thus spent every morning meets a need felt by 
warmth and joy of a living Christianity. In| many. The prayers offered for a blessing on 
the later paragraphs the American corres-|the engagements of the day, were, we doubt 
pondence is referred to as still acceptable, | not, iaakend answered. 
and the Yearly Meeting expresses its satis-| At the request of several young Friends, 
faction with the labors of the Australian|the meeting on Sixth-day, the 28th, met at 
deputation, and its unabated abhorrence of | eight, a. m., and was attended by more than 
the slave trade, slavery, and intemperance. | 200 persons. It was cheering to hear from 
The Epistle was reeeived with great ap-|forty to fifty voices in prayer, praise or con- 
Probation. Two criticisms were made, but|fession. These meetings evidently help to 
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break down the difficulty of the first public} creeds of other denominations. Hardly, if x 
confession of the young disciple, from which | all, excepting that which is (without histor. 
P, Sali ee nies live ¢ the ow ee the | ca] sanction for the title) called the “ Apos 

—— Cone 2 outa? o} tles’”” Creed, those of the successive council; 


~~ | of the church during the centuries of its hier. 

FRIENDS’ REVIEW. | archical sectenitind: tad those later ones made 
PHILADELPHIA, SEVENTH MO. 10, 1675, | bY “dissenting” bodies, as the Westminster 
| Confession for example, are palpably Auman. 

Is Ir a CREED ?—In our account of the| ised, and faulty either by deficiency or exces 
proceedings of New York Yearly Meeting, | of statement, or by both. 
it was mentioned that the Queries to Minis-| When, then, a question occurs, whether 
ters, recommended by the late Conference of| soundness in ministry may not be preserved 
Ministers and Elders, were referred for con-| or promoted by a definite confession of faith 
sideration to the Representative Meeting, | being required of all who appear in such ser. 
(corresponding to the Meeting for Sufferings| vice, it remains to be considered how this 
of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting), to report) may be best obtained. The usual practice 
thereupon next year. It appears that the| among Friends has been, for this confession, 
objection made in the Yearly Meeting to| and the proof of calling, to be looked for and 
their adoption at the present time, although | judged of in the ministry itse/f. If a mor 
raised by but a few Friends, was quite strenu- | definite criterion be thought of, such as the 
ously urged, and it is not unlikely that it was| “ Queries” of the New York Conference, it 
participated in by some who gave no expres-| ought to be most carefully weighed before it 
sion to their convictions. | adoption. 

The subject is one of importance to the} While the general soundness and compre 
whole Society. Those acquainted with the) hensiveness of these queries will be admitted 
history of the separation in this country in| by most Friends, it is not, we believe, hyper 
1827-8, will remember that a very conaider-| critical to remark, that they are not on al! 
able number of acknowledged ministers, pre-| points complete, nor are they entirely free 
viously in good standing, went away with the from ambiguity. The latter quality appear 
separatists, notwithstanding their wide devia-| to us to attach to the employment of the 
tion in doctrine upon fundamental points, words “only test for doctrine and practice” 
from the ancient and often proclaimed Scrip-| as applied to the Scriptures. If by test be 
tural belief of Friends. Although heresy,| meant “authoritative record of doctrinal 
like other kinds of error, may oceur as sim-| truth,” it is undoubtedly correct. But the 
ple backsliding from known truth, yet it seems| expression as it stands would seem to exclude 
probable that this large dereliction among| what our Saviour gave as a test upon practice 
the ministers of the Society may be under-| at least: “By their fruits shall ye knov 
stood to indicate a deficiency of serutiny on| them.” There is, moreover, something mor 
the part of those responsible for their ac-| implied in the Apostle Jobn’s advice to “try 
knowledgment, and, on the part of the Soci- | the spirits,” than merely to compare their 
ety at large, a laxity of judgment concerning | teachings (primarily important as that is) 
religious doctrine. That such deficiency and | with the letter of Scripture. Language such 
laxity may yet, in some places, exist, is en-| as that used concerning the Bible by several 
tirely possible. But, that the method now| standard authors among Friends, would, we 
proposed to remedy this weakness is the best,| believe, upon this point be preferable to thst 
may admit of question. While nothing is| of the above named Query. 
more certain than that the early Friends, With full recognition of the excellent pur 
were altogether “orthodox,” and evangelical \ pose for which these Queries were designed, 
in their holding, they were always jealous of| it seems right to add here also our appreher: 
the paraphrasing of Scripture into unibepired | sion, that the third and fourth of the series, 
language by creeds. This was a well grounded| upon our Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy 
fear, in view of the whole history of tbe| Spirit, are deficient in fulness of statement. 
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Nothing is said, in the one, in acknowledg- | Western, lowa and Kansas. A committee on 

ment of our Lord’s Headship of the Church |correspondence was appointed, which was in- 

upon earth; nor, in the other, of the qualifi | structed to return to our former practice of wri- 
’ ’ , , 


‘ a | ting a separate epistle to each Yearly Meeting. 
cation for the ministry of the Gospel, and|  ¢4;. dan: tenreba:: Adee, detin.and an 


calling thereunto by the Spirit. Since the | nortation, the representatives reported that they 


increasing spirituality of the views of many had conferred together but could not agree in 
in all Christian denominations would be | the nomination ofaclerk. After a solemn pause, 


likely to cause the inclusion of these in any 
similar declaration of faith in those other 
than Friends, their umission among us needs, 
we think, some more sufficient explanation 


than that of their familiar acceptance and | 
Making these sug- | 


reiteration in the past. 
gestions with deference, through earnest in- 
terest in the object sought to be obtained by 
the inquiries discussed, we hope that the de- 
liberations of the body of representative 
Friends to which they have been referred 
may be blessed so as to result finally in the 
strengthening and edification of the Church 
through its ministry. 

CANADA YEARLY MEETING.—A correspon- 
dent writes that the sessions of this body began 
on 6th day, Sixth month 25th, in quiet solemnity. 


Prayers were offered that self. love might be des- | 


troyed, that the unction of the Holy Spirit might 
rest upon the members, enabling them to act in 
unity and harmony, doing all to the glory of 
God. A watchword was given, ‘“‘ Abide in Me.” 

One Friend felt the time and place so solemn 


|a Friend suggested that Adam Spencer, the clerk 
|of last year, should continue to serve, as no suc- 
| cessor was appointed. No object ion was raised, 
|some unity was expressed with the proposal, and 
| he continued to officiate. 

An epistle from Indiana was received and 
'read. The meeting then entered upon an exami- 
| nation into the condition of the church as indi- 
| cated by the answers to the Queries. Muchaffec- 
| tionate counsel was given, and three Queries were 
| examined before adjournment. 

| On First-day, the 27th, large crowds attended 
the meetings for worship, and the Gospel was 
| preached with power and faithfulness. 

| Second-day, 28th, after a season of worship, 
| during which vocal prayer was offered, an epistle 
from New York Yearly Meeting was read. The 
reading of Queries and answers was then re- 
sumed and completed. 

The Book and Tract committee reported its 
‘transactions for the year. The interest of the 
| members of the meeting generally in this concern 
| appeared to be slight. 
| Third-day morning 29th. Sub-committees of 
| the Book and Tract Committee were exhorted to 


and holy that he was reminded of the words | greater faithfulness. A digest of the exercise on 
spoken at the burning bush, “ Put off thy shoes | the state of the Society, as shown by answers to 
from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou | the Queries, was read and directed to be printed 
standest is holy ground.” After the reading of | as a minute of advice. 
the opening minute, twenty-one representatives! Minutes of the Representative meeting were 
were called, all of whom were present except one. | read and approved; from which we learn that 
Fifteen ministers were in attendance with cre- | more than nine hundred dollars for our boarding- 
dentials from their own meetings, viz.: Charity | school have been received from Dublin Yearly 
D. Chase, N. E.; Jacob D. Bell, Jonathan Devol, | Meeting, and one thousand pounds sterling from 
Mary Jane Devol, Zaccheus H. Powell, Thomas London Yearly Meeting. A reprint of the Book 
W. Ladd, N. Y.; Daniel Barker, Rachel Bin-| of Discipline has been issued. Three acres have 
ford, N C.; Ann E. Crane, O.; Luke Woodard, | heen added to our school grounds. A committee 
Rufus P. King, Ind.; John Newlin, Phebe Cook, has been appointed to provide for Eliza Brewer 
Margaret M. Newsom, Wes'n.; Josiah Dillon, | jeedful assistance for her visit to England. 
Iowa. Their companions also presented minutes} The Boarding-school Committee presented 
of unity, and some ministers were present with-| their report. The sum available for building 


out credentials. purposes is about twenty-three thousand dollars. 
The General Epistle from London Yearly Meet- | The committee was authorized to commence 


ing was read, and accepted as another evidence 
of interest in the growth and welfare of the 
younger branches of the society shown by the 
parent Yearly Meeting. An edition of a thousand 
copies was ordered to be printed for the use of 


, building. 

| The First-day school Committee offered its re- 
port. This subject continues to be of special 
| interest. We have 62 teachers, §9 classes, 645 
children on the roll, 127 adults ; average attend- 


our members. 
Epistles were read from London, Dublin, New 
England, Baltimore, North Carolina, 


ance 404; members on the roll 115. The report 
was accepted and the name of Bible schools sub- 
Ohio, ! stituted for First-day schools. 
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Statistics reported by Quarterly Meetings show DIED. 
our total membership to be 1624; consisting of| _WOOD.—In this city, on the 13th of 6th month, 
290 families, 277 parts of families, 307 children | 1875, Hannah Wood, in the 89th year of her age. A 


‘ ; member of Philadelphia Monthly Meeting. 
of school age, 27 meetings, 16 births, 26 deaths, RICH.—At his residence, sth month 4th, 1875, 
30 received into membership, none disowned, | Samuel Rich, a member of Ozark Monthly Meeting, 


toned hin. Mo., aged nearly seventy years. This dear Friend was 
— en 'P sound in the doctrines of the Society of Friends. He 
Essays of epistles were read and adopted to 


bore a lingering illness with much patience and Chris. 
London, Dublin, New England, New York, Bal- | tian resignation, appearing to be fully given up to the 
timore, North Carolina, Ohio, Indiana, Western, | Lord’s will. He quietly passed away, leaving an evi. 


Iowa and Kansas Yearly Meetings, which after Gene Gat oft was wet, 
some changes were approved. Teese ee Ce aaah 
Loving words of counsel and farewell were | THE AUSTRALIAN DEPUTATION. 

then uttered, the concluding minute was read, | Dated from Tasmania, Third Month 224, 1875, 
and we parted under a grateful sense of the lov-/ Qn the 16th of Second Month, 1875, we 
ing kindness of our Heavenly Father. left Melbourne for the voyage across Bass’s 
An interesting and encouraging feature of this | Straits to Launceston, Tasmania. A number 
Yearly Meeting, was the attendance at early | of the dear friends amongst whom we had 
morning meetings for social religious worship. | Spent so many weeks in Melbourne were at 
Among our younger members we witness much | the wharf to take a final leave ; and though 
earnestness of purpose and a newly awakened | feeling that the time had come for us to pro- 
zeal, Many of them, being justified by faith, | eed on another stage of our journey, we 
have found peace with God thesugh our Deed could not but be sensible of an affectionate 
Jautib: Chien: dill eteie Vajelen- net -ociiy’ tells | and lasting interest in them and their affairs, 


. : a : /as one of the results of our intercourse with 
pardoning love, but in the abiding consciousness | them as messengers of the Church. 


of His power to keep them from falling. W. 











The passage to Launceston occupied about 
-_ twenty-four hours, and was comfortably ac- 

Seti Gide diten aan Sie n, | complished ; the ascent of the river Tamar 
writes to us from Iowa, requesting information | for about thirty miles from its mouth being 
which we would gladly give, if it were in our pos- especially interesting. There are only two 
session. Perhaps some of our readers may be|members of our Society residing at Laun- 


able to supply the want, to the advantage of our} ceston—a widow and her daughter. We 
readers generally. E.N. asks, What fruit is now| were glad of the opportunity of associating 
apparen om he iabors of Daniel Wheclr| with them, and of delivering to them the 
toe. and other friends. in Russia. France, Austra-| ™essage of Christian love with which we 
lia, Van Dieman’s Land, and elsewhere ? ‘are charged. We also visited several other 

As to France, the existence of a body of| Persons and families more or less connected 
Friends, recognized as in unity with London| With Friends, making short journeys into 
yearly meeting, has been mentioned or alluded the country on two occasions for this purpose. 
to several times in our columns within one ortwo| One of the Independent ministers ( William 


years. We are not able to say at present whether | Law) having kindly made us the offer of his 
any Friends are now resident in Russia; or what | chapel for a meeting with the inhabitants, we 
relation, if any, has existed between the Friends | 


in Australia and Tasmania lately visited by q | thought am weet seis the ere and 
deputation of members of London Yearly Meet-| 00 the evening of First-day, the 2Ist, we 
ing, and those persons in those remote countries, | Met there a company of about 950 persons, 
who heard the preaching of Friends of preceding | representing, we were told, nearly all the 
generations travelling thither in the service of the | religious denominations in the town, and 


Gospel. A Friend recently returned to this) were enabled, through the favor of our 
a “* rae A Europe i observed, Divine Master, to invite them to come to 
that several of the Jocalities upon that continent) a4 abide in Him, and to bear faithful wit- 
which were visited by the ministering Friends h er of Hi e. in life , 
above alluded to, are now special centres of re- | 2€88 to the power of His grace, in life an 
ligious life, manifested by revival movements, | CONVersation. 
and by earnest efforts for the promulgation of} On the 22d we left Launceston by the mail 
Christian truth amongst those around them who | coach for the journey of 120 miles to Hobart 


are less enlightened. Our confidence in the call | Town, stopping at Campbelltown for a night 
and qualifications of those faithful men who “left | on the way. 


all and followed Christ” in laborious and protract- . . 

ed service in many lands, forbids the thought of The road _— admirable one, made by 
their labors having been in vain. Particulars, | ™¢®"8 of convict labor, and the coaches are 
however, such as our correspondent calls for, as|9M the old English pattern, and well ap- 
above mentioned, would, if they can be furnished, | pointed. As regards climate, we found the 
be wp desirable. English Friends are mb from Victoria very delightful, and 
likely than others to be in possession of them. the scenery on the route through the island 
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is in many parts extremely beautiful. 'solemn occasion of her funeral. Concerning 
Reaching Hobart Town in the evening of| her it might truly be said, that her friends 
Third-day, the 23rd, we were met by our) “sorrowed not as those who are without 
kind friend Joseph B. Mather, and were soon | hope,” and we are permitted to witness in 
made conscious of the hearty welcome that) this case another instance of the power of 
awaited us upon this classic ground in the|the Gospel, and its priceless consolations 
history of our Society in the Southern Hem-|in the hour of death and of bereavement. 
isphere. During our stay in this city we| On the evening of Fifth-day, Third Month 
have been hospitably entertained at the| 18th, J. J. D. delivered an address on ‘The 
houses of J. B. Mather, Sarah Walker, and | History, Religious Principles, and Practices” 
Henry Propelring, and whilst mingling with | of our Society. The meeting had been called 
the pleasant and united circle of friends, and | by public advertisement, and abont 250 per- 
visiting some parts of the attractive neigh-|sons were present. It was held at the Me- 
borhood, have fully realized our expectation | chanics Institute, the same room in which 
that this portion of our journey would afford | James Backhouse and G. W. Walker held 
us much of the character of rest and refresh-| their first public meeting in Hobart Town in 
ment in both physical and spiritual things. | 1834 (see “ Life of G. W. Walker,” p. 179) ; 
On Second-day, the lst of Third Month, |the building was then used as a Wesleyan 
W. B. and A. W. proceeded towards the east | chapel. 
coast, to visit our friend Francis Cotton and| Besides the usual meetings on First-day 
the various branches of his family, near| mornings and afternoons, we have on three 
Swanport. They also had a small meeting | occasions met companies of Friends on First- 
for the public at the little town of Swansea. |day evenings at private houses, when the 
This journey occupied about ten days, and | reading of Holy Scripture and conversation 
involved much rough travelling. J.J. D.| on religious subjects have engaged attention. 
was employed during part of the interval, in| We are now (‘Third Month 22nd) oa the 
company with Joseph B. Mather, in paying| eve of departure, by Steamship Southern 
a visit to some families connected with! Cross, for Sydney, expecting to arrive there 
Friends residing at distances of twenty-five | in time to be at the meeting on the 28th. 
to forty miles up the river Derwent, and| - > 
afterwards in going alone to the house of a For Friends’ Review. 
Friend residing ata farm in the bush, on one THE METAPHORS OF ST. PAUL. 
of the peninsulas to the north of Hobart 
Town. | AGRICULTURAL. 
The Yearly Meeting for Tasmania com- (Continued from page 677.) 
menced its sittings on Second-day, the 8th of} J. 8. Howson remarks that the agricultural 
Third Month, and continued in session by | metaphors of St. Paul are not prominent. 
adjournment (meetings in the evenings only) |To the Corinthians (1 Cor. iii. 9) he writes, 
until the 17th. |“ Ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s build- 
Men and women unite in these meetings, | ing.” The agricultural and the architectural 
and from twenty to thirty usually attend, | are here side by side. But in 1 Cor. iii. 6-8, 
the whole number of members in the colony | we have an agricultural allegory, “I have 
being under fifty. The business consists planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the 
almost entirely of reading and considering | increase. So then neither is he that planteth 
the Queries, including the preparation of| anything, neither he that watereth, but God 
answers to those which are appointed to be | that giveth the increase. Now he that plant- 
answered, and the conducting of correspond- | eth and he that watereth are one; and every 
ence with other meetings. Our friends in| man shall receive his own reward, according to 
Tasmania have maintained communications | his own labor. For we are laborers together 
in this way not only with the other settled | with God; ye are God’s husbandry.” Purver 
Meetings for Discipline in the neighboring | translates thus, “I planted, Apollos watered, 
colonies, but also with small communities, | but God caused to grow. So that neither he 
where there are no recognized meetings. A | that plants is anything, nor he that waters, 
sad and affecting interest has been given to| but God who causes to grow.” 
this Yearly Meeting by the decease, during| Paley points out the omens of this pas- 
its sittings, of Sarah Benson Mather, a e with what we read in the Acts. Not 
greatly-beloved and valued member of a large oan must Paul have been at Corinth before 
family circle. It seemed probable at one| Apollos, but Apollos must have been there in 
time that her intended marriage to her friend | the interval between the Apostle’s visit and 
Edward O. Cotton would take place during | the writing of this letter. 
our visit, but He who “appoints the bounds} “Some man will say, How are the dead 
of our habitation ” ordered it otherwise, and | raised up, and with what body do they come? 
it became our duty to be present on the| Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not 
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quickened except it die.” (1 Cor. xv. 35, 36.) 
As in speaking to the uneducated Lystrians, 
St. Paul had urged “the rain from heaven 
and the fruitful seasons” as an argument for 
gratitude and a lesson against idolatry, so 
here he presses on the speculative Corinthians 
the facts with which they were familiar in the 
sowing and reaping of every year, as one 
reason for casting aside all theoretical objec- 
tions to a resurrection of the body. The 
et and the corn plant—the seed and the) 

arvest, are the same and yet not the same. 
They are so connected as to be identical, and 
yet a wonderful change of form and organiza- 
tion has taken place under the operation of 
mysterious laws. Why should it be other- 
wise with our frames. “ There is a natural 
body and there is a spiritual body.” 

We see the same figure again in giving to| 
the poor and needy. “ He that soweth spar- 
ingly, shall reap also sparingly, and he that 
soweth bountifully, shall reap bountifully.” | 
(2 Cor. ix. 6.) “God loveth a cheerful 





giver.” “As it is written, he hath dispersed | 
abroad: he hath given to the poor, and yet 
he is no loser, his righteousness remaineth | 
forever,” (9), or rather it means, “his liber- | 
ality and beneficence and power of doing} 
good remaineth.” 

The word “ riches” has often been noticed | 
as marking the style of St. Paul; the same is| 
true of the word “ fruit,” and it is not merely | 
a verbal, but also a moral characteristic. It| 
seems to express that kind of exuberance, so 
to speak, which will not allow him to hope or | 
believe by halves. The former word is a) 
metaphor from the market, the latter from 
the corn field or orchard. He desires to visit 
the Romans, “that I might have some fruit 
among you also, even as among other Gen- 
tiles (Rom. i.13). To the Philippians (i. 22) 
he wrote of “the fruit of my labors.” Writ- 
ing to the Colossians (i. 6) he says of the 
Gospel, it “ bringeth forth fruit” also in you, 
and he desires them to be “ fruitful in every 
good work.” To the Galatians (v. 22) he 
enumerates “the fruit of the Spirit,” and to 
the Ephesians he says, “the fruit of the Spirit 
is in all goodness, and righteousness and 
truth,” and cautions them to have no “ fellow- 
ship with the unfruitful works of darkness.” 
Of the Romans (vi. 21) he asks, “ What fruit 
had ye then in those things whereof ye are 
now ashamed.” “But now having become 
servants of God, ye have your fruit unto holi- 
ness,” (22). The same figure is also used in 
Rom. vii. 5—xi. 16—xv. 28—2 Cor. ix. 10— 
Col. i. 10—Phil. iv. 17—Titus iii. 14—and in 
other parts of Paul’s Epistles. 

St. Paul’s illustrative language deals with 
human labor and its useful results, rather 
than with nature viewed poetically on the 
side of beauty and mere expressiveness. So 
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the animals under the care of man are pre. 
sented to us more on the industrial side than 
the contemplative. It is the farmer near the 
large town, rather than the shepherd in the 
wilderness, who comes before us in the pages 
of this apostle. It is remarkable that no- 
where in his unquestioned Epistles, is Jesus 
Christ set forth as the good Shepherd. To 
the Church at Miletus (Acts xx. 28) he men- 
tions the “ flock,” but it would be strange if 
in no one instance he employed an image 
which is almost universal throughout the rest 
of Scripture. But it is not characteristic of 
his style. The concourse of men where busi- 
ness is going on, and buying and selling, is 
more in harmony with Paul’s habit of illus. 
tration. “ Who planteth a vineyard and eateth 
not the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock 
and eateth not of the milk of the flock?’ 
(1 Cor. ix. 7.) The real meaning of this is: 
“ Who keeps a vineyard, or a flock of sheep, 
without living on the profits of the grapes 
and milk when they are brought into the 
market ?” 

When St. Paul applies to moral subjects 
the word “fruit,” as derived from the corn 
field or orchard, he applies it to what is good; 
in some cases where there is an apparent ex- 
ception, the image is different and applies to 
other kinds of fruit. M.S. W. 

(To be continued.) 
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ON READING THE SCRIPTURES IN MEET- 
INGS FOR WORSHIP. 


As much has been said and written of latter 
times in regard to reading the Holy Scriptures 
in our meetings for Divine worship, and 
difference of opinion evidently existing in the 
minds of many honest-hearted Friends in re- 
gard to its involving a principle repugnant to 
the spirituality of Divine worship as professed 
and practiced by the primitive Christians and 
early Friends, 1 have thought it would be 
right for me to place before the readers of 
Friends’ Review extracts on this subject from 
some of the doctrinal writings of our early 
Friends, and some of more recent date. 

In Robert Barclay’s works (vol. Ist, pages 
151, 152) in reply to accusations against 
the Society of Friends for not putting due 
value on the Scriptures, he writes as follows: 
“Though it be here asserted in the name of 
the Quakers, that the Scriptures are of excel- 
lent and blessed use, yet thou wilt not believe 
it; and allegest, they will not make due use 
of them, for these reasons: first, because 4 
Bible, thou sayest, is not to be seen in all our 
meetings; but that will infer nothing at all; 
for we meet not to read the Scriptures, but to 
wait on the Lord, and be taught of Him, and 
receive from His Spirit what He pleaseth to 
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administer, either in ourselves, or through the | constraining of the Spirit at the time. : 
mouths of His servants; and we meet to/ That we regarded religious worship and re- 
worship God, whose worship is to be performed | ligious instruction as Fifferent subjects, each 
in spirit and in truth, and not in external) having its proper place, and considering the 
reading. | public reading of the Holy Scriptures as re- 

“Thou sayest Christ took the book of the/| ligious instruction, we did not consider its ap- 
prophet Isaiah and read out of it; but was) propriate place to be our meetings for worship.” 
not that the performance of a lega/ duty,and| In these extracts we have the sentiments of 
in condescendency to the Jews’ manner? for| Robert Barclay, who lived and wrote at the 
it was in the Synagogue. But did he ever! very time of the rise of our Society and was 
constitute it as a part of Christian worship for | and is an acknowledged exponent of its prin- 
one man to take the Bible and speak upon it, | ciples, doctrines and views, born in 1648 and 
and all the rest be excluded from speaking? died in 1690, and of Joseph Phipps, an ap- 
Pl ae Show me where that was the! proved doctrinal writer, who lived about 70 
practice or order among the Apostles or|or 80 years after him; and again, James 
primitive Christians.” Backhouse, an acknowledged and worthy 

I also find in a volume entitled “ The) minister of the Gospel, and a member of Lon- 
Original and Present State of Man,” pages|don Yearly Meeting, who died in 1869. The 
169 and 170, written by Joseph Phipps, in| testimony of all these Friends, living as they 
answer to S. Newton’s accusations against the | did at different periods of the Society, goes to 
Quakers, this language: “The Quakers| establish the belief that the Society of Friends 
neither read the Scriptures, nor anything else, | has always borne a testimony against reading 
during the time of their worship as a part of| the Holy Scriptures, or anything else, in their 
it, but after that is over they usually once in | meetings for Divine worship as a part of it. 
the year, take the opportunity before the con-| Now, to my mind, the inference is clear and 
gregation separate, to read those short infor-| conclusive that not only the three writers 
mations and advices which are transmitted | above quoted, but the standard bearers of the 
from the Yearly Meeting in London; these | Society generally, from its rise to the present 
advices always consist of Scripture quotations | day, have believed and acted upon the belief 
and doctrines agreeable to Scripture, according | that reading the Scriptures or anything else 
to the best of their knowledge; but the oar | dolled the times of our meetings held 
ing of them is no more a part of worship than| expressly for the worship of God, has a 
the reading of testimonies of denial against | tendency to /ower the standard of true spirit- 
immoral members, or the substance of briefs | wal worship,as professed by Friends, and lead 
recommended by the Crown, at such oppor-|us back into forms and ceremonies out of 
tunities. They give such preference to the| which our forefathers were led. 

Scriptures above all other writings, that they| There are meetings, however, occasionally 
strictly press the frequent reading of them, | appointed and held under the care of Yearly 
and call for answers from all the Quarterly | or Quarterly, or other meetings of the Society, 
Meetings throughout the Society, and at the|tnat partake largely of the character of 
general Yearly Meeting in London from/| Christian instruction, (such as our General 
every particular Quarterly Meeting, whether | Meetings) where I think the reading of the 
the Holy Scriptures are constantly read in| Scriptures might be very appropriate and 
their families or not; which they never do, | useful. JoHN But er. 
nor never did respecting any of their own| Damascus, Sixth month 14, 1875. 

writings, or any others.” [It appears to us to result from the extended 

And again I find in the memoirs of James | discussion which the above subject has now 
Backhouse, (an aged minister of the Gospel! received amongst Friends both in Great 
and of much experience,) on pages 169 and| Britain and in this country, that the one prin- 
170, on the same subject, written about the| ciple concerning worship unquestionably 
year 1840, the following, viz: “Ina meeting | essential to the original foundation and con- 
at Lammus, in Norfolk, a man inquired why | stitution of the Society of Friends is,—abso- 
the Society of Friends did not dan the Scrip-\lute dependence for public worship, upon 
tures in their meetings for worship? I re-| Divine help and guidance; without pre- 
plied that Friends met on such occasions to | arrangement, therefore, either for silence or for 
worship God, and not for the specific er of|any stated exercises whatever. To introduce 
Christian instruction, that God was worshipped | the regular formal reading of Scripture into 





by our directing our attention to Him, and to | the meetings of Friends for public worship 
our state before Him, and lifting up our hearts | would be an innovation, in our judgment, con- 
to him, according to the feeling we had of| tradictory to the essential principle above set 
our wants, or of His mercies to us, or giving | forth; but to forbid the reading of a portion 
expression to doctrine, exhortation, or prayer,|of Scripture in a meeting by any member 
according to the impression of duty under the | who felt such to be a religious duty laid upon 
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him at the time, would be equally subversive |sor has the worst of it: for every time that 
of the same principle; with the additional | he treats his neighbor unkindly and unfairly, 
disadvantage, that it would have an appear-|he gives another rub to his own conscience, 
ance of throwing disparagement upon the| and increases the hardness of its searing. 
Holy Scriptures, altogether inconsistent with| The appetites that God has planted in our 
the acknowledged reverence in which they | nature, hunger and thirst, are very imperious, 
have always been held by Friends. We need | and put us to a great deal of trouble. They 
not only to escape from the bondage of the| must be obeyed. But then they are useful 
letter, but also to be raised to the liberty of}and necessary. Wanting hunger, a stern 
the Spirit.— Ed. Friends’ Review.] watchman set over us within our own consti- 
| tution, we should certainly forget or neglect 
, to take the nourishment necessary to sustain 
\life and health. So, these imperious appe 
tites that our Maker has set over us are wise 
‘and good. They are the preservers of our 
EpixsurcH, May 18th, 1875. | life. But what of the appetites that man 
I don’t smoke: I never smoked: God help-| makes for himself? I admire that choice 
ing me, I never will. I have lots of reasons | that David the king made in his great dis- 
—more than I could crowd into one paper ;| tress, “ Let me fall now into the hand of the 
but here are some, taken as they rise to mem- Lord; for very great are his mercies: but let 
ory. | me not fall into the hand of man.” 1 Chron. 
I have sons, some of them grown up, and| xxi. 13. In the matter of appetites that shall 
some growing. Whatever difference of opin-|stir in my being and lord it over me, and 
ion there may be as to the effect of tobacco|compel me to obey them, let me not fall 
on the health of men, I believe all are agreed | into the hand of man, least of all, into my 
that it damages at the root the constitution | own hands. 
of youths, if they use it before they reach! Now reckon it to be self-evident that a 


“SMOKE VISIONS.” 


Extract from a Letter from the Late William 
Arnot. 





manhood. Now, common sense and all ex-| smoker, when he begins, deliberately kindles 
perience teach that a man weakens his influ-|in his own constitution a fire that was not 
ence immeasurably, if he smokes himself, and | there before he kindled it, a fire that, though 

If you can encour- | it needs some ore 


tells his boys to abstain. and fanning at first, 
age them to do as you do, you stand on a/ will, when it is once kindled, blaze on and 
firm footing, and have a mighty purchase on | compel the victim to toil like a slave, run- 
your child. This is the method that Godjning and fetching and flinging on tobacco 


will bless. 


But there is one reason against smoking | 


which is so big that it seems to me to com- 
prehend nearly all others within it. It is 
that the use of tobacco makes it more difficult 
to be a Christian—hinders a Christian might- 
ily in being a true witness to his Lord. 
accustomed now to pity greatly Christians 
who are also smokers. ‘The practice not only 
drains the life-sap out of the smoker’s cheeks, 
it 2 drains chases out of the smoker's 
a se ee a ae . ths 

The tender regard for others: the willing- 
ness to suffer rather than inflict an injury: 
the watchful glad grasping at opportunities 
of doing to others as you would like them to 
do to you ;—all this is sapped and weakened 
at the foundation by the smoker's appetites 
and habits. My neighbors all eu do me 
day by day deliberate injury, who I believe 
would give me fair treatment if they were not 
enslaved to tobacco. : ° ° 

In all this I have respect not to the persons 
who suffer the injury : ge thinking of those 
who inflict it. I am grieving over the dam- 
age done to their character. For, on the 
principle that it is more blessed to give than 
to receive a benefit, it is more cursed to in- 
flict than to endure a wrong. The transgres- 
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| leaves to feed it, till his dying day. For if 
here and there one breaks his chain and es- 
capes, he may well say, With a great price of 
‘lengthened agony obtained I this freedom; 
and the multitude are held in bondage to the 
last. 
| It is time that Christians should take to- 
bacco smoking into their closets and shut the 
door, and ask, ask on until they get an an- 
swer as to their duty in the matter. For my 
part I have no doubt that it is one of the 
t waves stretching like the tide over all the 
Freadth of the world, to the extent of their 
Pro impeding the coming of the kingdom. 
tisa Pie of self-gratification at the ex- 
pense of others ; the Gospel system is the re- 
verse. These two currents are antagonist. 
The writer frankly expresses his own judg- 
ment, keeping nothing back, that readers may 
et the benefit of it, whatever it may be worth; 
ut he does not ask, he does not desire that 
“y brother should adopt his judgment. His 
only desire is that every Christian smoker 
should lay the whole matter by prayer before 
the Lord that bought him, and then act ac- 
cording to his own judgment, looking to the 
Lord for his smile and blessing on the course 
he may be led to adopt, the blessing of s 
present Lord on his act of breaking the pipe 
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and throwing the stock of tobacco into the. 
fire, if that is the course he is induced to fol-| 
low; or the blessing of a present Lord, for he | 
has said, “I am with you alway,” on every— | 
No, I cannot conclude the sentence; for me | 
with my eonvictions, it would border on + na 
fanity. But we can all concur in one form | 
of conclusion, “ In everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving, let your re-| 
uests be made known unto God.” — Christian 
eekly. 


CHRISTIANITY IN Potitics.—Edward Jen- 
kins, M. P., in a recent address in London, | 
mentioned as an illustration of the power and | 
influence of Christianity, the prevention of 
war within the past few weeks between France | 
and Germany. “ When,” said he, “ Prince | 
Bismarck’s determination became known to 
stop the preparations going on in France, and | 
tycrush her once more by sending German 
troops across the Rhine, did the nations of | 
Europe stand forth, and protest against such | 
an outrage, and intimate that they would 
stand by France rather than see her crushed ? | 
No. hat was it, then, that prevented the | 
catastrophe of another European war? A 
simple circular was sent from London, plead- | 
ing on behalf of truth, justice, peace, and | 
Christianity, and the simple circular went the | 
round of the Courts of Europe, and did more | 
to prevent that impending war than the words | 
and action of any foreign potentate. Such a/| 
result would not have followed in olden times, | 
and its success in these days was due to the) 
fact that the influences of Christianity had | 
deeply permeated society, and men were more | 
and more applying its principles, not only in | 
their own affairs, but to home and international | 
politics.” 

M. Kerner, of Vienna, in a paper on pol- 
len, referring to the fact recently ascertained | 
that there are two kinds of pollen—one dry | 
and dusty and the other gelatinous and co- | 
herent—shows that all plants which have | 
coherent pollen require the aid of insects 
in fertilization, and also that they are among | 
the more recent creations of plants on the'| 


globe. 
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MY GARDEN PLOT. 
BY JULIA A. MATHEWS. 


The Master came to his garden 
At set of day. 

«I come for your fairest flowers,” 
We heard him say. 

And I turned to my little plot 
With drooping face ; 

I knew there was no fair flower 
In all the place. 


With trembling footsteps I wandered 
My borders round ; 

I searched with most eager eyes, but 
No blossoms found. 
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Weary, and troubled, and heart-sick, 
I bent my head, 

Over a poor withered rosebud, 
Faded—nay, dead. 


To and fro through the garden paths, 
Pressed eager feet ; 

Joyfully bearing bright treasures 
Of blossoms sweet. 

Cheerily echoed the voices, 
Happy and gay; 

Bright were the beautiful faces, 
That passed my way. 


And all but myself were laden 
With burdens fair ; 

All but my empty hands carried 
Their shining share; 

Roses, and lilies, and violets, 
Fragrant and sweet ; 

To lay them with joyous heart at 
The Master’s feet. 


And I—I had nothing to bring; yet 
I loved him so! 

Not a single flower had I, 
My love to show. 

Though to make my garden-plot bloom 
I toiled and tried. 

Every plant that my hands had touched 
Had drooped and died. 


Still nearer the Master came, up 
The garden path. 

Oh, would he turn sadly away, 
In grief, or wrath ? 

Should I see on his lovely face 
A frown for me? 

Even hear the reproachful words, 
“ Nothing from thee?” 


I stooped and gathered the rosebud, 
The faded thing ; 

So colorless, withered, and pale— 
And he, my King! 

He stood at my side and waited ; 
With choking sigh, 

Holding my dull, hapless flower, 
[ ventured nigh. 


« Master,” I whispered, then quickly 
The hot tears came. 

«« Master, dear Master!” I could but 
Falter his name. 

Never one word of my many 
Failures and fears; 

E’en the whisper died on my lips, 
*T was lost in tears. 


He took from my hand my rosebud, 
And softly smiled. 

Lifting my head I gazed at him, 
Gentle and mild. 

Tender and strong was my Master’s 
Beautiful face, 

As he drew me close to his heart, 
My resting-place. 


««Come unto me,” he said. ‘My child 
Sore needeth rest.” 

Then laid my poor wilted flower 
Upon his breast. 

And lo, at his touch it brightened, 
Grew sweet and fair! 

And lay on his heart, the loveliest 
Blossom there. 


—Christian Weekly. 





SUMMARY OF NEWS. 

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—European dates to the 
sth inst. have been received. 

GREAT Britain.—Gladstone has written an article, 
published in the Contemporary Review, entitled, «Is 
the Church of England worth preserving?” After 
summing up the argument on both sides, he answers 
strongly in the affirmative. He reviews the divisions 
which have taken place in the church, and the attempts 
to maintain conformity by legal proceedings, and de- 
clares the enforcement of arbitrary rules fatal to the 
church. 

The Mark Lane Express, the London organ of the 
grain trade, in its weekly review of the bread-stuffs 
market on the 29th ult., said that the prospects in 
Europe are variable, and a general abundance can not 
be relied on. Northwestern Europe has been favored 
with plenteous rains, while the eastern and southern 
portions have suffered from drought. Germany and 
England have the best prospects, Russia, Hungary and 
France the worst. 

FRANCE.—The damage to property by the inunda- 
tions is said to exceed $24,000,000 in the cities of 
Toulouse and Agen alone. It has been announced that 
100,000 persons will be dependent on public charity, 
probably for months to come. The number of persons 
drowned in Toulouse alone is roughly estimated at 
2,000, and in the entire district at 3,000. Large sub- 
scriptions of money for the benefit of the sufferers have 
been made from France, Belgium and Switzerland. A 
list opened by President MacMahon had attained the 
amount of $150,000 on the 2d inst. 

A meeting of 330 members of the Assembly, belong- 
ing to the three groups of the Left or Republican party, 
was held on the 2d, at which a resolution was unani- 
mously passed to abstain frem unnecessary discussion, 
so that all necessary bills may be passed by the middle 


of next month; and arrangements were made for nego- 
tiations with the Ministry and the leaders of other 
parties in the Assembly, with the object of fixing a day 


for the dissolution of that body. The different groups 
of the Right or Monarchical party met on the 5th, and 
all decided against a dissolution next month. 

The Yournal Officiel has published a decree ap- 
pointing a special committee for the purpose of encour- 
aging Frenchmen to participate in the Philadelphia 
Centennial Exhibition, and of facilitating the efforts of 
those who intend doing so. The committee is com- 
posed of members of the Assembly, merchants and 
others. 

SWITZERLAND.—The National Council has voted an 
appropriation of 25,000 francs ($5,000) to defray the 
expenses of a proper representation of Swiss products 
and industry at the Philadelphia Exhibition. 

ITaLY.—The Senate has passed the public safety 
bill, for the prevention of brigandage in Sicily and 
elsewhere, which had previously been adopted by the 
Chamber of Deputies. 

SPAIN.—A royal ordinance has been issued directing 
that members of the Carlist juntas, and families of 
which any member is in the Carlist service, be expelled 
from Spain, and that the property of Carlists be con- 
fiscated and devoted to indemnifying communities 
suffering from Carlist requisitions. 

General Jouvellar, commander of one division of the 
royal army, has defeated the combined bands of three 
Carlist generals, and having united with another part of 
the force, has attacked Cantavieja. 

BELGIUM.—The Senate has passed the bill, pre- 
viously passed by the lower House, making the offer to 
commit assassination a penal offence. 

GERMANY.—The law abrogating three clauses of the 
Constitution relative to ecclesiastical affairs, has re- 
ceived the Emperor’s sanction and has been officially 
promulgated. 
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AusTRIA.—The ex-Emperor Ferdinand I, died on 
the 29th ult., aged about 82 years, He succeeded his 
father on the throne in 1832, and abdicated in 1848 in 
favor of his nephew. 


InDIA.—It is reported in London that the latest 
news from Burmah is unsatisfactory, and that the King 
now refuses to permit British troops to pass through his 
territory. 

PaciFic OCEAN.—It is reported that the Fiji Islands 
are still suffering from an epidemic of measles and 
typhoid fever, and that the mortality from these 
diseases is great. Medical assistance will probably be 
sent from, Australia. 


SouTH Arrica.—The Assembly of Cape Colony 
has unanimously adopted resolutions in favor of the 
annexation of sundry independent territories south of 
Natal, inhabited by 150,000 Caffres. 

CuINA.—Advices to the 5th ult. from Shanghai. 
The government has appropriated 40,000 taels, about 
$60,000, for representation at the Philadelphia Centen. 
nial Exhibition. The local government of Hong Chow 
proposes to send independently $15,000 worth of 
porcelain and silks. The authorities of Chin-Kiang 
have expressed regret for the recent destruction of an 
American missionary chapel there, and offer to pay 
all losses. A rebellion has broken out in Manchooria, 
caused by repressive exactions against mining laborers. 
Troops have been sent to quell it. The Chinese 
authorities openly declare their intention to endeavor 
to exterminate the aborigines of Formosa. The latest 
plan of invasion adopted is the burning of the interior 
forests. Many valuable camphor groves, it is said, 
have been destroyed. The government proposes, if 
the territory be conquered, to build walled towns there- 
in for occupation by colonists. 

In consequence of unfavorable reports from Cuba as 
to the condition of the coolies, the Chinese government 
had peremptorily forbidden the further departure of 
emigrants. This had caused a difficulty with the 
Spanish Charge d’Affairs at Peking, who pronounced 
it a violation of the treaty, and efforts at arbitration by 
the diplomatic corps had failed. China insists that 
emigration shall not be resumed, unless Chinese Con- 
suls be allowed in Cuba for the protection of the labor- 
ers. The matter had been postponed till the arrival of 
the Spanish Minister. The foreign envoys generally 
supported China. 

JAPAN.—The ex-Daimio of Kin-Sin has given 
$30,000 for the establishment of a new primary school 
in each village of his former province. 

A recent investigation in regard to the number of 
missionaries and converts in Japan gives the following 
result: Greek Church, I missionary, 3,000 converts ; 
Roman Catholic, 40 missionaries, 20,000 converts; 
Protestant, 70 missionaries, 200,000 converts. 


DomEsTic.—An official statement of the work in 
times of disaster by the U. S. life-saving stations lo- 
cated along the coast from the eastern part of Maine to 
Cape May, N. J., and from Cape Henry to Cape 
Hatteras, from Eleventh month rst, 1874, to the 3oth 
ult., gives the following numbers: Number of wrecks, 
59; lives imperilled, 862; lives saved, 847; lives lost, 
15; number of shipwrecked persons sheltered and 
succored at stations, 179 ; number of days’ shelter af:- 
forded, 662; total value of property imperiled, 
$2,374,400; value saved, $1,618,685; amount lost, 
$755,765. Of the lives lost, 14 were by the wreck of 
an Italian vessel, driven ashore near Cape Cod, but be- 
yond the reach of any appliances in use for life-saving 
purposes. The other was a man who perished from 
cold, and whose body was afterward secured. 

The account of the publicdebt for the 1st inst. shows 
a decrease during the past month, in the amount of 
debt less cash in the Treasury, of $1,431,249.56. 





